
ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD PARISH COUNCIL: MEETING MINUTES 
Council members attended The Annual meeting and the Full Meeting of Rotherfield Peppard 

Parish Council held at The Sports Pavilion, Stoke Row Road, Rotherfield Peppard on Monday 
9th September 2019 7.30pm.  

Public and press are welcome to attend. For the purpose of accurate Minute taking, this meeting will 
be recorded. The recording will be deleted once the Minutes have been approved – usually at the 
next Council meeting.  
 

  

Attendees Cllrs Wood, Crouch, Berger, Rowland, Hall, Freeman and Clerk (JA) 

 Open forum:  
Kim Woods, Corner House, Colliers Lane wanted to speak to the Council with regard to 
the request from The Unicorn about moving benches/Picnic tables to the grass opposite 
the pub for customers to enjoy a drink.   
Kim explained that there had been at least 5 big car accidents within the 10years they 
had lived at the property and they were concerned that with more activity there was a 
risk that the accident level would increase.  
The hedging between the grass area and Corner House was less than 4ft which means 
if people were sat enjoying a drink this would become a privacy issue for the resident.  
Cllr Wood explained that there was no clear answer on who the land belonged to, which 
complicated the matter and Mr and Mrs Woods were going to do some further 
investigation on the ownership of the land. 
Cllr Wood reassured that nothing would be done or agreed until all parties were in 
agreement. Cllr Wood to write to The Unicorn explaining there was a dispute about who 
owned the land and therefore with no ownership of the land and concerns from 
neighbours and local residents there would be no agreement to allow the tables to be 
put on the triangle of grass as they had requested. 
Mr Roy Lapidge, Brambles, Kingwood, spoke about his fears for the ancient Footpath 
which he currently maintains but as he ages, he feels unable to continue the 
maintenance and is concerned that it will close. Clerk to speak to Tony Rancombe   

1. Apologies: Cllr Mitchell 
2. Declarations: None 

3. Minutes: The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8/7/19 were approved as a true 
and correct record of the meeting.   

4. PWMH Presentation on proposed works and request for funding 
Mr Brian Creswell presented on behalf of Mr Clive Mills and the Peppard War Memorial 
Hall and their request for funding. 
In 2016 the Committee for the PWMH came up with a 10yr plan which they have been 
working on. They have spent £155k and £63k of that has been on the roof, which was 
raised by 66% of Grants and 33% from Hall hire and fundraising. 
They are continuing to make improvements and for the 2021 centenary they are 
requesting £10,900 from RPPC to refurb the Club room and put new flooring in the main 
hall and they would like this work completed by the end of 2019. 
A discussion followed which included: 
Whether all of the works proposed were essential? Whether PWMH have the funds to 
enable the work to go ahead? What Fundraising are the PWMH planning to do? What 
grants have been applied for? 
Cllr Rowland explained that the money was not in RPPC’s budget for 2019/20 and 
therefore would find it difficult to find that level of money before the end of the calendar 
year. Cllr Crouch had understood that the money required would be over 3 years, 
whereas the proposal was to use almost 27% of the precept on the PWMH in this 
financial year. 
It was agreed that the Council would discuss the proposal, RPPC would like to help 
however it needed to be in relation to their budget. It was also agreed to have a regular 
meeting between RPPC and PWMH. 
The Clerk advised that there was a limit to how much annually could be spent on 
Charity grants and the £10,900 is more than the allowance which is set by the 
Government, and there were other Charity grants to be paid out of this fund. 
Clerk to organise an EGM to discuss and agree Charity Grants for 19/20 in relation to 
this request.   

5.  Matters relating to Oxfordshire County Council: (15mins) 
County Councillor Bartholomew updated Councillors on 
OCC now have a policy of a non-use of single use plastic. They are taking the 
environmental concerns very seriously. 
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Cllr Bartholomew is glad that the Great Peppard Fence has been moved back and from 
Highways concern this is appropriate and therefore the Hedge which is still missing 
must come via the SODC enforcement team. 
Clerk to re-circulate Cllr Bartholomew’s report to Councillors from 2/8/19 about the 
Gallowstree/Stoke Row Rd Crossroads. 
Cllr Bartholomew advised that after another site visit with a senior officer they will not 
justify a 30mph zone along Stoke Row Road.  
Cllr Rowland suggested hedges needed to be cut back to prevent larger vehicles being 
pushed into the middle of the road which was exacerbating the problem. 
Cllr Bartholomew also gave the Councillors data on OCC spending on OCC roads in 
comparison with other counties within the UK. The normalised results indicate an OCC 
spend of £2,277/mile and as an average in other counties it is £2,636/mile.  
OCC is therefore slightly less than the average however the data is from 2017/18 and 
there has been significant investment since the report. Cllr Bartholomew will share the 
2018/19 once the data is available. 
Cllr Freeman advised a car had been parked in the Bus Lane at The Unicorn and this 
could ultimately affect the Bus service. It was agreed this was a Police matter where 
vehicles are parked illegally however Cllr Wood will write to Reading Bus service to see 
how else RPPC can help. 
Cllr Wood and Cllr Crouch agreed that they would also speak to The Unicorn to try and 
ask their customers not to park in the Bus Lane. 

6. Fix My Street 
Update on: 

Ref no. Location Description Update 

1649037 Angel Steps 
between 
Blounts 
Court Road 
and Gravel 
Hill 

Pavement in need of 
resurfacing and some 
steps need repairing. 

Cllr Bartholomew to escalate as 
there is no update. 

1600617 Bus Lane 
Markings 
Faded 

Cars are using the Bus 
lane as a cut through as 
the lines are faded 

Closed: We have assessed it and 
found that it does not currently 
meet the criteria for 
intervention, so will not be 
fixing at this time. 

1600572 Shiplake 
Bottom 
 

Weeds are growing and 
pushing the Kerb edge 
away from the kerb on 
both sides of the road 
along Shiplake Bottom. 
This is starting to damage 
the Pavement and 
making it a trip hazard 

Closed: Thank you for your 
report. Currently there is no 
budget for weed control of 
paths. We will continue to 
monitor and raise defects 
through regular inspections. 
Cllr Hillier to report 

 

7. Matter relating to South Oxfordshire District Council: (15mins) 

District Councillor Robb thanked the organisers of the Pavilion Opening Event, both her 

and Cllr Hillier had a wonderful time. They also wanted to thank all that had been 
involved in making the Pavilion a reality. 

Cllr Robb went on to explain that SODC were finding finances more and more of a 
struggle and despite SODC having healthy reserves if the spending continues, with the 
central Government rate declining as it has been then the reserves will be used up in 
7years. There has been no Council Tax increase in SODC in 5yrs and it is something 
they are looking at. It can only however go up a maximum of £5/yr in a band D home. 

There will be Electric Blanket testing in Henley on 23/10/19.  
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Cllr Robb also advised there had been a 40% increase in Fly Tipping since the Bins 

collection changed from weekly to fortnightly. The contract that SODC have with Biffa is 
that Biffa will be taking all of the hit financially however upon renewal that may change. 

Cllr Wood introduced Cllr Robb to Brian Creswell to speak about the Councillor Grant 
that was available.  

Cllr Robb apologised for the non-satisfactory solution on the Peppard Fence and hoped 
that the Hedge would be planted soon. Cllr Rowland discussed her dissatisfaction that 
the enforcement team and the developer had come to an agreement and the conclusion 
was the process was not transparent and ongoing how can we enforce when the 
enforcement document has not been made public. Cllr Robb agreed to investigate with 
the cabinet member for Planning and Enforcement as lessons needed to be learnt. 

There will be an SODC site visit to Mulberry House on 20/9/19 and Cllr Robb will ask if 
we can arrange our site visit to follow SODC’s. 

8. Finance and Audits 
i. Clerk presented findings from internal auditor 
ii. Clerk gained approval to pay internal auditor 
iii. Clerk gained approval to use internal auditor for 2019/20 
iv. Councillors agreed with the Annual Internal Audit Report 2018/19 and Section 

1&2 of the External Auditor AGAR forms. The documentation was signed off by 
the Chair of meeting and RFO.  

v. Points i-iv were approved unanimously on block. 
vi. It was agreed that the SPF needed a sinking fund to pay for repairs and our 

contracted agreement of redecoration every 7 years. It was agreed that RPPC 
would add in £1000/annually. This was proposed by Cllr Berger, seconded by 
Cllr Crouch and agreed unanimously.  

9. Village information: 
i. Temporary Road Closure – 12/11/19 8am – 14/11/19 3pm – Green Trees, 

Peppard Common, to facilitate a mains sewer connection 
ii. Bins on Highway on Blounts Court Road – Clerk to draft letter and send to 

residents on Blounts Court road to prevent the unsightly bins left out at all times.  

10. Pavilion update:  
i. All invoices have been paid excluding £7,000 as the retainer which is due in 

November 2019. There needs to be a blue badge installed and a sign for 
CCTV.  

ii. Opening event – Cllr Wood thanked Cllr Crouch and the organisers Linda 
Collison, Mary Crouch, Dominic, Sue and Nick Launders for a fabulous 
event which had been received well.  

11. Planning Update –  
Cllr Rowland updated Councillors on Cherry Croft Planning which was refused on 
grounds of light spillage and design however they have approved it as infill. Cllr 
Rowland proposed that if another plan was submitted, SODC needed a site visit to fully 
assess the location, and the relationship to neighbouring properties. 

12. Village incentive update –  
i. There has been no Speed watch in August and Cllr Freeman is chasing for the 

next date. 
ii. There is training booked for both Cllr Wood and Cllr Freeman to become 

Superusers, but it was agreed that Peppard News needed to support the 
incentive as 2 people could not know of all the potential problems in the village 
and it would rely on members of the Parish. 

iii. It was agreed for the Clerk to use the Parish Council Website to create a new 
modern website and RSS feed to update the Village list. Initial cost c.£500-800 
and then c.£300 a year, or £560 which would include Planning from local 
authority too which is less than £50/month. Proposed Cllr Berger, Seconded Cllr 
Hall, In favour Unanimous. 
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13. Finance and Staffing –  
Cllr Berger advised that the VAT had been claimed for the penultimate invoice and 
would be for the invoice due in November.  
The Pavilion project will have cost £273,487 against a budget of £276,000 so within 
budget and on time which is a superb result. 
There was a discussion on whether we should pay the loan back and Cllr Berger 
proposed no early payment of the loan and no increase to precept. This was agreed 
unanimously. 
Cllr Wood thanked Cllr Berger for guiding us through the project and keeping RPPC 
within budget.  

14. Expenditure:  
(a) Expenditure was approved for September 2019.  
(b) The on-line signatories for September 2019 were Cllr Berger and Cllr Hall. 

   

Clerk JA Salary Confidential 

Clerk JA McAfee Subscription 
provider reimbursement 

£59.99 

Village Cleaner MW Salary Confidential 

Village Cleaner AP Salary Confidential 

W Wakefield  Ratify Payment made in 
August 

£20,462.90 

PSRCC Ratify Payment made in 
September 

£1000 

Elizabeth Cooper Internal Audit £256.60 

J&L Marquees Marquee Hire (Opening 
event) 

£2800 (£3200-
400deposit) 

Henley Standard Henley Standard (Opening 
Event) 

c.£150 

Greens Catering  Catering (Opening Event) £2100 

Charities  Opening Event Charity Grant 
TBA 

£600 

Autela Q1 Service costs £65.21 

Influential Computers Laptop repair to broken 
screen 

£139.20 

 

9:25 
 

15. Matters for future meetings:  

• Hazel Grove Cottage boulders - There had been no correspondence from Mr 
Bennett however it was suggested it was a neighbourhood dispute and not 
Council business 

9:30 16. Correspondence: 

• SODC have confirmed the new name for the Peppard Hill is Pear Tree Cottage 

• Philip Collings – Overgrown scrubs at Dog Lane – Clerk to send a letter to the 
Golf Course to sort out the overgrown hedges. 

• John Howells was pleased with our Communication on the proposed Reading 
3rd Bridge however the issue is still ongoing. 

 

Meeting finished at 22:55.  




