
ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD PARISH COUNCIL: MEETING MINUTES  
Council members attended the Full Meeting of Rother field Peppard Parish Council held at The 

Sports Pavilion, Stoke Row Road, Rotherfield Peppar d on Monday 8 th July 2019 7.30pm. 

Public and press are welcome to attend. For the purpose of accurate Minute taking, this meeting will 

be recorded. The recording will be deleted once the Minutes have been approved – usually at the 

next Council meeting.  

 

  

Attendees
:  

Cllr Wood, Cllr Crouch, Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Freeman, Cllr Berger, Clle Rowland, Clerk 
and Press. 

 Open forum:  Mrs Caroline Head of Bowood, Stoke Row Road, spoke about the 
dangers and frustration of the Crossroads at Gallowstree Road and Stoke Row Road 
and asked the Council what could be done to make it safer?  
It was agreed by the Councillors that the location was an accident blackspot and within 
6months there had been 2 severe crashes and it was not acceptable for OCC 
Highways department to await an accident resulting in a fatality before improving the 
area.  
It was suggested by the Police to Mrs Head that Stop signs at the Junction from 
Sally’s Pitch might help, equally traffic lights or a roundabout but Mrs Head was 
sympathetic to the rural location. 
Cllr Freeman suggested it is people’s inattention whilst driving. 
It was agreed that the bus stop and sometimes long grass didn’t help the junction but it 
was also suggested there is a psychological reason the junction is not adhered to 
correctly. Cllr Crouch proposed Dragons teeth at the junction. 
Mrs Head advised that there had been ‘major damage’ to her property in the years she 
had lived there and she was fearful that her family were at risk. 
Cllr Wood proposed starting a village petition unless the proposed visit by Highways 
this week was sympathetic about making changes.  
The Councillors thanked Axel for highlighting the issue in an article in the Henley 
Standard.  
Mrs Head was invited to stay to hear Cllr Bartholomew’s thoughts on the junction as 
he had been proactive with sharing the latest accident with his team at OCC, when Cllr 
Wood had emailed him about it.  

1. Apologies:  Cllr Hall  
2.  Declarations:  None  
3. Minutes:  The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10/6/19 were approved as a 

true and correct record of the meeting. 
 Meeting order changed due to the commitments of bot h OCC and SODC 

Councillors.  
8. Update on new Councillors -  

Ruth Raunkiaer presented to the Councillors on why she wished to be considered for 
Councillor. 
She has lived in the village for about a year and would like to do something for the 
community. Ruth has the energy, time and a keen interest in the area.  
The Councillors told Ruth that there were lots of projects to get involved in, there was 
an annual litter-pick, APM etc.  
Ruth is a keen walker and is happy to be the eyes and ears for the village. She 
explained she was unable to come to the meeting in September because of a holiday. 
Ruth was asked to leave the Chamber whilst Councillors discussed her application, 
following which discussion she was invited back into the Chamber and informed that 
her application had been successful and she would be co-opted onto the Council  at 
the October Full Council Meeting. All present offered their congratulations to Ruth who 
stated 
she looks forward to serving on the Council from October.  
To bring Ruth up to date; she was offered, and accepted, necessary paperwork 
including the Standing Orders  of RPPC to read in the meanwhile. 
Clerk – To send relevant documentation to Ruth. 
Clerk – To put co-opting onto Octobers Agenda. 

4.  Matters relating to Oxfordshire County Council:  
Councillors received a report from County Councillor Bartholomew.  
He was immediately asked to comment on the Stoke Row/Gallowstree Road 
Crossroads for Mrs Head. 
He advised he understood and was 100% on her side and he has been battling since 
2014 when the Crosssroads was initially assessed. Highways have suggested that it 
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doesn’t meet the guidelines for Stop signs and the reason was not cost but policy. The 
Officers have been asked to re-assess the junction following the most recent accident 
and this will happen on 9/7/19. Cllr Bartholomew also believes there is something 
“funny” about the junction and concluded by stating “We’ve got to get it sorted”  

1. Update and costs on traffic speed calming suggestions for Stoke Row Road – 
Officers will inspect the area on 9/7/19 and DB will respond back. 
Clerk – to move this to September meeting. 

2. Update on Stoke Row/Gallowstree Rd Road Traffic Accident – as above DB 
will report back. 
Clerk – to put on agenda for September  

3. Discussion about the general condition of the roads within Oxfordshire 
(i) How much is spent per mile on OCC’s roads?  
(ii) Is this figure benchmarked with other counties?  
Cllr Crouch didn’t want to aim criticism at Cllr Bartholomew however it seemed 
that the roads in the county are far worse than roads in other counties and 
asked if this is solely down to cost? Cllr Bartholomew explained that he would 
get the latest report but previously we have always been on a par with other 
counties and one of the reasons Oxfordshire struggles is due to the amount of 
B roads. There is a huge backlog to bring the roads in the County up to 
standard, and Cllr Bartholomew accepted there are far from perfect however 
the sum of money involved has been estimated at £200million.  
The costs for roads have declined especially with social care now taking up a 
majority of the budget and roads declining to 10% of the budget.  

5. Fix My Street 
Update on: 

Ref no. Location Description Update 
1649037 Angel Steps 

between 
Blounts 
Court Road 
and Gravel 
Hill 

Pavement in need of 
resurfacing and some 
steps need repairing. 

DB agreed that if there was no 
news by close of play of July,  
he will chase on our behalf.  

1600617 Bus Lane 
Markings 
Faded 

Cars are using the Bus 
lane as a cut through as 
the lines are faded 

Closed: We have assessed it and 

found that it does not currently 

meet the criteria for 

intervention, so will not be 

fixing at this time. 
1600572 Shiplake 

Bottom 
 

Weeds are growing and 

pushing the Kerb edge 

away from the kerb on 

both sides of the road 

along Shiplake Bottom. 

This is starting to damage 

the Pavement and 

making it a trip hazard 

Closed: Thank you for your 

report. Currently there is no 

budget for weed control of 

paths. We will continue to 

monitor and raise defects 

through regular inspections. 

Cllr Hillier to report in 

September meeting 
 

7. Traffic Speed Stoke Row Road –  No update so discussion to progress forward will 
go on the agenda for September. 

9.  Village information: 
i. Inspired Villages Retirement village – Clerk shared the correspondence 

received and will advise the developers that Cllr Berger, Cllr Mitchell, Cllr 
Freeman, Cllr Wood and Cllr Rowland will be attending the Stakeholder 
Presentation.  

  
ii. Children’s Air Ambulance Textile bin correspondence – This was 

discussed and it was felt that our area is too rural to take such a ‘bin’. 
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There are enough such facilities in Sonning Common to serve both 
villages. If we accepted a ‘bin’ from this charity it may set a precedent for 
other charities. 

iii. Hazel Grove Cottage boulders on road correspondence – There is 
temporary access to the building site at Hazel Grove however the 
boulders, in question,  are opposite Hazel Grove on the land near Mr 
Pengilly. Clerk to ask Mr Pengilly to whom the land belongs as there is a 
lack of Clarity before reporting back to Mr Bennett who raised the issue.  

iv. Correspondence from SODC claiming a fee of £100 for an Uncontested 
Election – Clerk to contact SODC questioning for what purpose such a 
payment is required. If required Clerk is authorised to make payment. 

6.  Matter relating to South Oxfordshire District Counc il: (15mins) 
To receive a report from District Councillors Hillier and Robb – There was a late report 
which will be shared with the Councillors. Both Cllr Hillier and Cllr Robb advised of 
SODC news and took questions about local issues: By the end of July there will be a 
discussion made about the revised local plan. There are currently 4 proposals on the 
table to be discussed and ie Which proposal will be chosen OR maybe a new proposal 
- acceptable to all Cllrs – will be put forward then actioned. 
Update on Great Peppard Fence – Cllr Robb has been in contact with the enforcement 
team, the Officer assigned is Maddie Palmer. Cllr Robb will continue to chase for an 
update as she was advised vehemently by all RPPC that total inaction on the part of 
SODC Enforcement has been going on for far too long. Cllr Rowland reiterated that 
the Parish Council are pleased with the reduction of the fence at the road junction 
which would give a better vision splay however we are insistent that the closed board 
fence is not appropriate or in-keeping within the area and was definitely not agreed 
when Planning Permission was given. 
SODC is offering Planning Training on 17th September between 2-4 and 4-6pm. Clerk 
to book Cllrs Rowland, Mitchell, Freeman and Wood onto the training via Emily 
Hamerton on 07717 255179. 

10.  Pavilion update:  
i. Final invoice and Outstanding works – Cllr Crouch updated the 

Councillors that the build was nearly finished and was currently £5,000 
under budget. The invoice from the builder has been received however it 
is not yet signed off as the Architect is on holiday. Cllr Crouch requested 
the invoice of £26,037.61 be approved in principle. Cllrs approved 
unanimously. 

ii. Community Loan – Clerk updated that the first payment had gone to 
SODC after a long delay from SODC to gain banking details. 

iii. Opening event – Cllr Crouch advised that there were 100 tickets already 
sold and there was room for 130 guests, which would make a small profit 
for the charities.  
The Cricket club had their family day at the weekend; Gerry Bacon spoke 
and offered special thanks to the Parish Council for their support in the 
renovation of the Pavilion. 
Clerk to send off Gift-aid reimbursement in multiple applications to eleviate 
any delay in repayment as not all forms had been received. Clerk to email 
a reminder to relevant Donors who have not returned their GiftAid Forms. 
 

11. Village Maps: 
Philip Bennett has agreed that he will continue to monitor the Footpaths and Bridle 
paths in the village and will report back to the Parish Council. Instead of the Footpath 
Management program continuing it was agreed that all Footpaths would be checked 
on an adhoc basis whilst Councillors were walking through the village and they would 
also report back on any issues. It was suggested that under “Council News” in the next 
edition of Peppard News – there is an item asking all residents to report any faults 
they come across in the village including over-hanging hedges/uneven road surfaces 
and unsafe footpaths. 
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12. Finance and Staffing –  
Cllr Berger updated both the Council and Trustees on RPPC current finances. The 
next 2 months would be tight in terms of cashflow however from September once the 
2nd part of the precept was received with the SODC Grant and Chiltern Leaders Grant 
there would be good reserves again and enough to pay the Builder’s final invoice.  
The next Finance and Staffing meeting will be held on Monday 15th July at 7:30pm. 

13. Planning –  
Cllr Rowland updated Councillors on Planning issues. 
Since the last Planning meeting there were 2 applications where a site visit was 
required.  
7 Priory Copse – Parish Council approved but recorded their concerns about parking. 
Mulberry House – The site visit, though organised by the Architect with the Tenant, 
was refused by the Occupier in the presence of RPPC Planning Committee and 
therefore ‘refusal’ was the only response that could be filed. 
Cllr Rowland is keeping a close watch on Wyfold Lane Sewage Works as there has 
been a suggestion of Caravans being sited here despite it being a copse of trees with 
TPO’s. 
Clerk to arrange site visits for Rotherfield House and Hillcrest prior to next meeting on 
Monday 15th July at 6:30pm.  

14. Village initiatives -  
(i) Pothole Superusers – Cllrs Freeman and Wood will be attending training on 
19/7/19.  
(ii) Cllr Freeman updated Councillors on a recent speed-watch which had been a 
success -11 vehicles had been caught travelling over 35mph over 3 locations. 

15. Expenditure:  
(a) Expenditure for July and August 2019 was approved.  
(b) On-line signatories for July and August 2019 were agreed as Cllr Crouch and Cllr 
Berger. 

   
Clerk JA Salary Confidential 
Clerk JA Tens Licence £21 
Village Cleaner MW Salary Confidential 
Village Cleaner AP Salary Confidential 
W Wakefield  Final Payment c.£28,000 
SODC Fee for Uncontested 

Election 
£100 

 

16. 
 

Matters for future meetings:   
• Clerk will be on holiday 5/8/19 and will be back for 27/8/19 
• Clerk to issue Cllr Rowland a footpath map as she was absent from the last 

meeting. Clerk to create A3 copies of the Parish map for all Councillors. 
17. Correspondence: 

Clerk has received correspondence from the Unicorn Public House requesting 
permission to put picnic benches on the strip of land adjacent to the pub which the 
Pub staff keep mowed throughout the summer.  
RPPC believe this land is owned by SODC or by  OCC .Ownership will have to be 
confirmed and then  approval sought. However, to minimise delays, the Clerk will liaise 
with OCC and SODC and in the meantime Councillors were happy with a trial period 
of the pub Landlord’s request but with stipulations which were: 
The relevant neighbours need to be consulted and give approval . 
The trial period would be unique to the current Landlord. 
 IF successful and with ongoing approval from the relevant parties; permission would 
be updated on an annual basis . 
Clerk to check Parish online to gain Land Ownership status 
It would be preferred that the furniture was Benches rather than picnic benches. 
Tables must be kept clear…. 
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The sale/serving of food/ drink must not be carried out on the land especially of 
alcohol but could be brought there from the Unicorn by their customers for 
consumption.  
The above decision could potentially set a precedence, however – RPPC is willing to 
trial the idea in support of a  local business. 
 
The Bench at the Crossroads of Stoke Row Road and Sally’s Cut is damaged. Clerk to 
check if it is a Parish Council asset. Cllr Freeman to have a look at the problem and 
plan any action required. 
 
Cllr Rowland advised on the new incentive that Stoke Row are undertaking which is 
‘Lane Guardians’ who will be in charge of keeping their village roads/ footpaths litter 
free. Cllr Rowland wondered if this could be adapted in Rotherfield Peppard. It was 
suggested the idea be put into the Peppard News to appeal for local volunteers.(see 
11.) 

 

Meeting finished at 10:35pm.  




